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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Two settings of deo gracias             Paul Hofreiter, Kevin Uppercue 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
  whose voice is upon the waters, 
  whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
  whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

  Holy God, 

 C you search us and know us.  
  You are acquainted with all our ways. 
  We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin.  
  We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. 
  We distrust those who are not like us. 
  We exploit the earth and its resources. 
  Forgive us, gracious God, 
  for all we have done and left undone. 
  Even before the words are on our tongues, 
  you know them; 
  receive them in your divine mercy. 
  Amen. 
 

 P How vast is God’s grace! 

  Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,  
  our sins are washed away and  
  we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  
  Indeed, we are forgiven.  
  In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be  
  the beloved community living out Christ’s justice  
  and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

 C Amen.
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*Gathering Hymn   —   “Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair” (#316)               deo gracias 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the  
  mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure our vision of the world,  
  and illumine it with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
  and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

Text: Sarum, 15th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale; Music: English ballad, 15th cent. 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   2 Kings 2:1-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has 
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in 
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 
him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 
went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance 
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and 
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 
until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I 
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from 
you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chari-
ots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own 
clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 50:1-6                                                    Antiphon: Robert Hobby 
 

 Antiphon: Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. 

 

 
 
  1The mighty one, God the | Lord, has spoken; 
   calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 
  2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 
   God shines | forth in glory. Antiphon 
  3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 
   with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 
  4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 
   to witness the judgment | of the people. 
  5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 
   those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 
  6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 
   for it is God | who is judge. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 
 

 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not pro-
claim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ 
sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Mark 9:2-9 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                      Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared 
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, 
it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud over-
shadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; 
listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” (ACS #954)    picardy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, © 1991 GIA Publications; Music: French folk tune, 17th cent. 
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  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 

 

  “Beautiful Savior”                                                                                  Aaron David Miller 
 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
than all the angels in the sky 

 
*Blessing of the Lutheran World Relief Mission Quilts 
 

 After each petition: 
 P God of the world, 

 C help us see hope in our neighbors. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
  

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” (#424)         lasst uns erfreuen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: J. Athelstan Riley, © Oxford University Press; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Cornet Processional”                                                         David Dahl 

 

+   +   + 
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https://communityactioncenter.org/files/CAC-5-Most-Wanted-Flyer.pdf
https://communityactioncenter.org/files/CAC-5-Most-Wanted-Flyer.pdf
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• 

• 

• 

mailto:women.stjohns500@gmail.com
http://www.TheThoughtfulChristian.com
RedCrossBlood.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:stjohnsadultministry@gmail.com
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/51/responses/new
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/51/responses/new
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First Sunday in Lent 
 

Genesis 9:8-17   †   Psalm 25:1-10   †   1 Peter 3:18-22   †   Mark 1:9-15 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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