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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Variations on thaxted”                                                 Tom Trenney 
 

 I. Theme 
 II. Menuet 
 III. Berceuse 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 880                                       “O God beyond All Praising” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Living God, in Christ you made all things new. Transform the poverty of  
  our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make  
  known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 
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First Reading   —   Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 1                                          Antiphon: John Bell 
 

 Antiphon: God has chosen me, and in my life is planted a seed God  
    knows that I need: its fruit shall be joy. 
 
 
 

 
  1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
   nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
  2Their delight is in the law | of the Lord, 
   and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. Antiphon 
  3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with   
  leaves that | do not wither; 
   everything they | do shall prosper. 
  4It is not so | with the wicked; 
   they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
  5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
   nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
  6For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous, 
   but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. Antiphon 
 
 
 
 

 5Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh 
their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 6They shall be like a shrub in the 
desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of the 
wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 
 7Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8They shall be like a 
tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat 
comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does 
not cease to bear fruit. 
 9The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? 10I the Lord 
test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the 
fruit of their doings. 
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Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 6:17-26 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 6th chapter. 

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is 
no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not 
been raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain 
and your faith has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because 
we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 
are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also 
who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we 
are of all people most to be pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 

17[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of 
his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of 
Tyre and Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and 
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were 
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
20Then he looked up at his disciples and said:  
   “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
   “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
 22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and 
defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for sure-
ly your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                  Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 1046                  “As Rivers Flow from a Distant Spring” 
 

Stanza 1  —  choir/cantor 
Stanzas 2 4  —  all singing 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
 25“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 
   “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 
 26“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the  
  false prophets.” 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  (8:30) “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree”                                          Elizabeth Poston 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  (10:45) “Elms” from Views from the Oldest House                Ned Rorem 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 4        divinum mysterium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit, and always green: the tree of 
nature fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree. His beauty doth all things 

excel: by faith I know, but ne’er can tell the glory which I now can see in Jesus 
Christ the apple tree. For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have 
bought: I missed of all; but now I see ’tis found in Christ the apple tree. I’m weary 
with my former toil, here I will sit and rest awhile: under the shadow I will be, of 

Jesus Christ the apple tree. This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying 
faith alive; which make my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

                                                                                               —Anon. 
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*Offering Prayer 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
  As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the  
  grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of  
  your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
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 (8:30) Anthem   —   “You Are the One”                 Thomas Keesecker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 

 L O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now— 
  today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 546                                                     “To Be Your Presence” 

 
 
 

You are the green, that blossom in the grasses. You are the seed that travels in the air. 
You are the bread, the harvest of the vineyard. You are the joy of beauty everywhere. 
You are the nest far higher than the eagle. You are the rock, the anchor of the soul. 

You are the love enthroned in highest heaven. You are the tree we see from far below. 
You are the time we never knew before us. You are the Alpha, ages in the past. You are 
the hope, the days that lie before us. You are the love we know as life at last. You are 
the cave that hides us in the mountain. You are the friend beside us in the night. You 
are the spring to feed us from the fountain. You are the sun to heal us in your light. 
You are the door that opens into treasures. You are the light, the beauty we will see. 

You are the sum of all the holy graces. You are the One, the holy Trinity. Amen. 
                                                                     —Herbert Brokering 
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*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   Processional in D                                                 David N. Johnson 

 

+   +   +
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://thrivent.com/
http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org/programs
http://office@stjohnsnorthfield.org./
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org/missions
mailto:connect@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15   †   Psalm 37   †   1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50   †   Luke 6:27-38 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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