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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Variations on lobt gott, ihr christen             Johann Gottfried Walther 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 604                                   “O Christ, Our Hope” 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
  who makes all things new, 
  whose mercy endures forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Holy One, source of our renewal, 

 C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin,  
  and cannot free ourselves.  
  Our hearts have turned away from you.  
  For the sake of the world you so love,  
  forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 
  for the glory of your holy name. 
  Amen. 
 

 P Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass 
  and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. 

  We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our Savior. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals  
  we accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand  
  the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through  
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Deuteronomy 30:15-20                     Pew Bible, page 163 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 119:1-8                         Antiphon: Hal Hopson 
 

 Antiphon: Happy are they who delight, who delight in the law of God. 

 

 
 
  1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, 
   who follow the teaching | of the Lord! 
  2Happy are they who observe | your decrees 
   and seek you with | all their hearts, 
 

 3who never do | any wrong, 
   but always walk | in your ways. 
  4You laid down | your commandments, 
   that we should | fully keep them. Antiphon 
 

 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct 
   that I might | keep your statutes! 
  6Then I should not be | put to shame, 
   when I regard all | your commandments. 
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 7I will thank you with | a true heart, 
   when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 
  8I will | keep your statutes; 
   do not utter- | ly forsake me. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 5:21-37                            Spark Story Bible, page 272 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 
‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to 
you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if 
you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ 

1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of 
the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready 
for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long 
as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving ac-
cording to human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I 
belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 
 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as 
the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So nei-
ther the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each 
will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working 
together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 768                                                “Lead Me, Guide Me” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there 
before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and 
offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to 
court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 
guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until 
you have paid the last penny. 
 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her 
in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better 
for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 
30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you 
to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 
 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, 
causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adul-
tery. 33Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not 
swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do 
not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your 
head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, 
No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 
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  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                            David Cherwien 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  (10:45) “Arietta”                                   Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 1               salzburg 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the unity of heart and mind     
is like to that above. Before our father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers; our 
fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. We share our      

mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear, and often for each other flows the sympa-
thizing tear. From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; and perfect love 

 and friendship reign through all eternity.                – John Fawcett 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed  
  go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of  
  merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
  You we magnify and adore, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 582                           “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now—today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 482                                     “I Come with Joy” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Finale” from Concerto No. 5                                       G. F. Handel 

 
+   +   + 
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Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Exodus 24:12-18   †   Psalm 2   †   2 Peter 1:16-21   †   Matthew 17:1-9 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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https://habitatricecounty.org/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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