
 

  

Service of Holy Communion 

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 
February 8, 2026  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 



 

2 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Aria”                                                                                         H. Leslie Adams 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
(8:30) Anthem   —   “Hallelujah, Praise Ye the Lord” 
 

Alleluia Choir 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 688                                               “Lord of Light” 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
  the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Mighty God, lover of justice, 

 C you call us to life in community, but we have served our own  
  interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit  
  where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts  
  are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and  
  give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy,  
  and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

 P The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: 
  Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness  

  of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you.  
  By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and  
  power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 58:1-12                                        Pew Bible, page 600 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 112:1-7, 9                    Antiphon: Olaf Christiansen 
 

 Antiphon: O Light everlasting, O Love never failing.  
 Illumine our darkness, and draw us to thee. 
 

 
  1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord 
   and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
  2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
   the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 
  3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
   and their righteousness will | last forever. 
  4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
   the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
  5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
   and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
  6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
   the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. 
  7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
   their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord. 
  9They have given freely | to the poor, 
  they will hold up their | head with honor. Antiphon 
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Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 2:1-12                     Pew Bible, page 927 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 5:13-20                                            Spark Story Bible, page 268 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                            Pastor Jonathan Davis 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its salti-
ness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot. 14You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15People do not 
light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
  17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not 
to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19There-
fore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do 
the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the king-
dom of heaven.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 677                                             “This Little Light of Mine” 
 

Stanza 4  —  “This little light of ours, we’re goin’-a let it shine.” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Each Road”                                                           David C. Pike 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “This Little Light of Mine”                         arr. Charles Callahan 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “As with Gladness Men of Old” stanza 3                                 dix 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at thy cradle, rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,  

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
  As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the  
  grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of  
  your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Each road to Bethlehem, Jerusalem, or Calvary.  
Each journey to Emmaus and to Bethany. 

Each pilgrimage, each exile and uncertainty,  
each march to end hate’s legacy. 

Stranger, friend, or refugee. 
Love’s presence, Love’s epiphany. 

– Jeannette M. Lindholm 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 725                                                    “When the Poor Ones” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 767                   “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
 



 

10 

*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 

 L God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table 
  with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
  As you have gathered us in joy, 
  send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
  Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
  born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 665                       “Rise, Shine, You People!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Prelude and Fugue in F Major                                       Vincent Lübeck Jr. 

 

+   +   + 

 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Exodus 24:12-18   †   Psalm 2   †   2 Peter 1:16-21   †   Matthew 17:1-9 
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http://www.alanstoreyinminnesota.org
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org?subject=Bowling
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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