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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on hyfrydol                                Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 631           “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
  who creates us and forms us, 
  who redeems us and calls us, 
  who unites us and sends us. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Mighty and loving God, 

 C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
  We seek our own way. We divide the body of Christ. 
  In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 
  Let the words of our mouths, and the thoughts of our hearts, 
  and everything we do be filled with faith, hope, and love. 
  Amen. 
 

 P Hear the voice of Jesus: 
  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.” 

  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you 
  that your sins are forgiven and you are released. 
  The joy of the Lord is your strength, 
  and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever 

 C Amen. 
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*Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love;  
  that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command,  
  through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Jeremiah 1:4-10                                                       Pew Bible, page 609 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 13:1-13                                              Pew Bible, page 934 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 

 
 
*Gospel   —   Luke 4:14-30                               Story Bible, page 252; Pew Bible, page 835 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 4th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                          Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 737       “He Comes to Us as One Unknown” 

 
(8:30) Rite of Welcome 
 

  Introduction of Newcomers 
 

  Signing of the Newcomers with the Cross 
 

 P Brothers and sisters, you have indicated that you wish to share our life  
   and hope in Christ. We now mark you with the sign of Christ’s cross.  
   The whole community welcomes you with love, and stands ready to help you. 
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(The congregation sings as they are signed with the cross) 
 

 Response Hymn   —   “Holy Spirit, Come to Us”         taizé veni sancte 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 P Receive the sign of the cross on your forehead. It is Christ himself who now  
  strengthens you with this sign of his love. Learn to know and follow him. 
 

 P Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, 
  that you may hear the voice of the Lord. 
 

 P Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, 
  that you may see the glory of God. 
 

 P Receive the sign of the cross on your lips, 
  that you may respond to the word of God. 
 

 P Receive the sign of the cross over your heart, 
  that Christ may dwell there by faith. 
 

 P Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders, 
  that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ. 
 

 P Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, 
  that Christ may be known in the work which you do. 
 

 P Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, 
  that you may walk in the way of Christ. 
 

 P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

 a Amen. 
 

 Concluding Prayer 
 
*The Apostles’ Creed   —   Front of the hymnal, page 127 
 



 

7 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

(8:30) “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                       David Cherwien 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 
 

  (10:45) “The Gift of Love”       English Folk Tune, arr. Hal Hopson 
 
 
 
 

 
Melissa Berger, soprano 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 4                salzburg 
 

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word; 
grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou; 
that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany, 

and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the unity of heart and mind is 
like to that above. Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers; our fears, 
our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. We share our mutual woes, 
our mutual burdens bear, and often for each flows the sympathizing tear. From  
sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; and perfect love and friendship reign 
through all eternity.                                                                         -John Fawcett, 1782 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and have not 
love; my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. Though I may give all  
I possess, and striving so my love profess, but not be given by love within, the profit 
soon turns strangely thin. Come, spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be 
made whole. Let inward love guide every deed. By this we worship and are freed. Amen. 
                                  -Hal Hopson, based on 1 Corinthians 13 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a God of all creation, all you have made is good,  
  and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth 
  and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, 
  that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence 
  in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served the 
bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.  

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Hymn   —   No. 471                        “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 359                                    “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a We thank you, O God, that you have fed us with bread and wine  
  beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. 
  Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, 
  use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect  
  your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 239                      “Hark, the Glad Sound!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God.

 
Postlude   —   Prelude and Fugue in F Major                            J. S. Bach 

 

+   +   + 
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8   †   Psalm 138   †   1 Corinthians 15:1-11   †   Luke 5:1-11 
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mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
mailto:janesrinehart@gmail.com
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mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Pam Fickenscher, Senior Pastor 

Jonathan Davis, Associate Pastor 

Carol Benson, Director of Jubilate Choir 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Emerson Clay, Youth Support Staff 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Arielle Loy, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Jaida Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 
 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 

 


