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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Light Dawns on a Weary World”                                Michael Burkhardt 
                                      David Cherwien 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 546                                    “To Be Your Presence” 

 
*Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the  
  lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice,  
  and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world  
  may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.

Imagine this tired old world when love is the way, unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive. 

When love is the way, then no child will go to bed hungry in this world ever again. 

When love is the way, we will let justice roll down like a mighty stream  

and righteousness like an ever-flowing brook. 

When love is the way, poverty will become history. 

When love is the way, the earth will be a sanctuary. 

When love is the way, we will lay down our swords and shields,  

down by the riverside, to study war no more. 

When love is the way, there’s plenty good room,  

plenty good room, for all God’s children.                       - Bishop Michael Curry 
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Children’s Message and Installation of Council and Board Chairs 

 
First Reading   —   Micah 6:1-8                                                              Pew Bible, page 757 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 15            setting by Carolyn Jennings 
 

 Refrain   —   first time choir/cantor, then all singing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Choir: Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth  
  from their heart; they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to  
  their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. In their sight  
  the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 
 

 Choir: They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
  They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 
  against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 1:18-31                                          Pew Bible, page 926 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Settings for the Church Year, © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission. 
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*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                    Caribbean traditional 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 5:1-12                    Spark Story Bible, page 264; Pew Bible, page 785 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 728             “Blest Are They” 
 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of the hymnal, page 127 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer.
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*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

(8:30) “I Dream a World”               André Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Blest Are They”                               Jacob Weber 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  old hundredth 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring,  
  our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
  Through this meal unite us as your body, 
  shining with the light of your justice and mercy; 
  for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
  Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 

 

I dream a world where man no other man will scorn, where love will bless the earth 
and peace its paths adore. I dream a world where all will know sweet freedom’s way, 
where greed no longer saps the soul nor avarice blights our day. A world I dream 
where black or white, whatever race you be, will share the bounties of the earth and 
every man is free. Where wretchedness will hang its head and joy, like a pearl, attends 
the needs of all mankind, of such I dream.                                            - Langston Hughes 



 

7 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 
 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sung in English or Spanish. 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: Argentine traditional 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct you forward. 

Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the bread you will  
be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Holy Lamb of God” Ya hamalallah                         Yusuf Khill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “When the Poor Ones”    el camino, arr. David Cherwien 
 

For anthem text, see Hymn 725. 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 479          “We Come to the Hungry Feast” 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 471                        “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

Music: © 2003 Yusuf Khill 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 
  nourishing us with the gift of salvation. Now send your servants  
  forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and share 
  the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Sing a New World into Being”               nettleton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, © 2006 GIA Publications 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   on nettleton                                   Marilyn Biery 

 

+   +   + 
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JRLC.org)
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
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mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
mailto:amybmcbroom@hotmail.com
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:pfickenscher@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 58:1-9a   †   Psalm 112:1-9   †   1 Corinthians 2:1-12   †   Matthew 5:13-20 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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