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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Variations on thaxted”                                                             Tom Trenney 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 710                          “Let Streams of Living Justice” 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
  the Creator of heaven and earth, 
  the Word who spoke life into being, 
  the Wind stirring the waters. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Mighty God, lover of justice, 

 C you call us to life in community, but we have served our own  
  interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit  
  where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts  
  are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and  
  give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy,  
  and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

 P The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: 
  Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness  
  of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to  
  the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice,  
  and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world  
  may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
First Reading   —   Micah 6:1-8                                        Pew Bible, page 757 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 15                                  setting by Carolyn Jennings 
 

 Refrain  —  first time: choir/cantor, then all singing 

 

 
 

 
 Choir:  Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth 
  from their heart; they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to 
  their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. In their sight 
  the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 
 

 Choir:  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
  They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 
  against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 
 

Psalm Settings for the Church Year, © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. 
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Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 1:18-31                    Pew Bible, page 926 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 5:1-12                                                  Spark Story Bible, page 264 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                        Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his       
disciples came to him. 2And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
  kingdom of heaven. 
  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in   
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 721                                   “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil” 
 

Sung twice. 

 
Installation of Council and Church Board Members 

 
Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “I Dream a World”                                        André J. Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil”           arr. Ronald A. Nelson 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “As with Gladness Men of Old” stanza 3                                 dix 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at thy cradle, rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,  

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
  As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the  
  grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of  
  your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

I dream a world where man no other man will scorn, where love will bless the    
earth and peace its paths adorn. I dream a world where all will know sweet           

freedom’s way, where greed no longer saps the soul, nor avarice blights our day.            
A world I dream where black or white, whatever race you be, will share the bounties 
of the earth and every man is free, of such I dream. Where wretchedness will hang 
its head and joy, like a pearl, attends the needs of all mankind—of such I dream. 

– Langston Hughes 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 522                                        “As We Gather at Your Table” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 551                              “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 

 L God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table 
  with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
  As you have gathered us in joy, 
  send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
  Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
  born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 
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*Blessing 
 

 Response: C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Sing a New World into Being”               nettleton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Processional in D Major                                               David N. Johnson 
 

+   +   + 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle © 2006 GIA Publications; Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813 
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http://www.alanstoreyinminnesota.org
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org?subject=Bowling
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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