Service of the Word
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 31, 2021 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness”
“Soar Up to Your God”
“How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”

Guy Bovet

Welcome and Announcements
*Thanksgiving for Baptism
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
C Amen.
P A reading from Second Corinthians:
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything has become new!
We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters
of the earth: wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers,
the Cannon and the Mississippi, dew and rain, ice and snow.
C In these saving waters, you shine the light of your promise on us.
P You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you.
Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us.
In Christ’s death and resurrection you joined your life to ours forever.
C In these saving waters, you shine the light of your promise on us.

P You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth.
In baptism we are born again to become your people,
one with the body of Christ throughout the world.
C In these saving waters, you shine the light of your promise on us.
P Through these waters refresh us; renew us in your promise so that we may
serve this world in all its need; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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*Gathering Hymn — “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” (#520)

liebster jesu

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, tr. Catherine Winkworth, adpt.; Music: Johann R. Ahle

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness
to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation
will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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Children’s Message
First Reading — Deuteronomy 18:15-20
[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the Lord
your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the
Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet
like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet,
who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the
words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a
word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody — Psalm 111

Paraphrase: Michael Morgan

Text: Michael Morgan © 2011 admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources; Music: beach spring, The Sacred Harp
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Second Reading — 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
1

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does
not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him.
4
Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be socalled gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
7
It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.”
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others
see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since
their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols?
11
So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But
when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it
is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never
eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Mark 1:21-28
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
21

[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered
the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”
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25

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed,
and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (#655)

in babilone

Text: Somerset C. Lowry; Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Röntgen

7

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
Air from Suite No. 1 for Organ

Florence Beatrice Price
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*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Holy God, Light of the universe,
Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness,
we hear your Word in the Scriptures,
proclaiming to us your wisdom
and inviting us to follow your call.
Your Word came among us in Jesus,
our brother, who preached your righteousness,
healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted.

By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word,
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn — “Jesus Shall Reign” (#434)

duke street

Text: Isaac Watts, alt.; Music: attr. John Hatton

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
Postlude — Toccato from Suite No. 1 for Organ

+

+
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Florence Beatrice Price

+
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31 † Psalm 147:1-11 † 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 † Mark 1:29-39
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