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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Prelude and Fugue in G minor                                       J. S. Bach 
 

Dina Dautova, piano 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 533               “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
  who makes all things new, 
  whose mercy endures forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Holy One, source of our renewal, 

 C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin,  
  and cannot free ourselves.  
  Our hearts have turned away from you.  
  For the sake of the world you so love,  
  forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 
  for the glory of your holy name. 
  Amen. 
 

 P Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass 
  and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. 

  We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our Savior. 

 C Amen. 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to  
  the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice,  
  and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world  
  may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Micah 6:1-8 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

1Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 
hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will con-
tend with Israel. 3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? 
Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remem-
ber now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and 
what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord. 
6With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for 
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mor-
tal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 15                       setting by Carolyn Jennings 
 

 Refrain  —  first time cantor, then all singing 

 

 
 
 
 Cantor:  Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth 
  from their heart; they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to 
  their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. In their sight 
  the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 
 

 Cantor:  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
  They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 
  against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is 
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength. 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 
that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Psalm Settings for the Church Year, © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. 



 

6 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 5:1-12                                  Spark Story Bible, page 264 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 1049                     “Before the Waters Nourished Earth” 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disci-
ples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heav-
en, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ACS hymnal, page 17 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  on st. columba                                                      Charles V. Stanford 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 1               salzburg 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 

 
 

 

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed  
  go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of  
  merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
  You we magnify and adore, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth; Music: Jakob Hintze 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 312                  “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now—today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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*Blessing 
 

 Response: C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Sing a New World into Being”                    nettleton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on nettleton                                                               Marilyn Biery 

 

+   +   + 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, © 2006 GIA Publications; Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813 
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 58:1-9a   †   Psalm 112:1-9   †   1 Corinthians 2:1-12   †   Matthew 5:13-20 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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