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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 



 

3 

 
Prelude   —   Suite Gothique, Op. 25                                                              Leon Boëllmann 
 

 I. Introduction — Choral 
 II. Menuet gothique 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 843     “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
  our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations  
  of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Merciful God, 

 C you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
  Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty,  
  or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 
  we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to  
  scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another. 
  Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. 
  Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair  
  your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 
 

 P God proclaims these words of assurance: 
  “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
  I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

  In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 
  In the Spirit, you are made free. 
  Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 
  live anew as beloved children of God. 

 C Amen. 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written  
  for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read,  
  mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises,  
  we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life,  
  through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 19:1-8                          Antiphon: David Sims 
 

 Antiphon: The heavens declare the glory of God, the skies proclaim God’s name. 

 

 
 
  1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale | to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 

 

 3Although they have no | words or language, 
  and their voices | are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to  

   the ends | of the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 

 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
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6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to  
    the end of | it again; 

  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. 
 

  7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 
8The statutes of the Lord are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes.  

 

  Antiphon 

 
First Reading   —   1 Corinthians 12:12-31a                          Pew Bible, page 933 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 4:14-21                                                         Spark Story Bible, page 252 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 4th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 

 
 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues 
and was praised by everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the syna-
gogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                        Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 401                          “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” 
 

Stanzas 1–3 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 
in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scrip-
ture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “Rise, Shine!”                Spiritual, arr. Marques Garrett and Tom Trenney 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Ian Carter, baritone 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 1               salzburg 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,  
  and your abundance to the depths of the seas.  
  Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts,  
  our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with  
  gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 

Rise, shine! for the light is a-comin’; rise, an’ shine! for the light is a-comin’; oh, 
rise, shine! for the light is a-comin’, my Lord says he’s comin’ by an’ by. This is the 
year of jubilee, my Lord says he’s comin’ by an’ by. My Lord has set his people free, 

my Lord says he’s comin’ by an’ by. Wet or dry, I intend to try, to serve the Lord 
until I die. I intend to shout an’ never stop, until I reach that mountain top. 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Hymn   —   “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, O God” from Holden Evening Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 551                              “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” 

Text and Tune: Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 

 L Nourishing God, at this table you have  
  refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 
  Strengthen us for service, 
  and send us out to embody your good news 
  of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
  In the name of Christ we pray, 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 314                           “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Psalm 19  —  The Heavens Declare”                   Benedetto Marcello 

 

+   +   + 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:outnabout022@gmail.com
mailto:julie.zdenek@gmail.com
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://goodearthvillage.org/summer
https://goodearthvillage.org/summer
childrens@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Jeremiah 1:4-10   †   Psalm 71:1-6   †   1 Corinthians 13:1-13   †   Luke 4:21-30 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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