Service of the Word
Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 24, 2021 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You”

Robert Lind

Welcome and Announcements
*Thanksgiving for Baptism
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
C Amen.
P A reading from Second Corinthians:
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything has become new!
We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters
of the earth: wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers,
the Cannon and the Mississippi, dew and rain, ice and snow.
C In these saving waters, you shine the light of your promise on us.
P You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you.
Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us.
In Christ’s death and resurrection you joined your life to ours forever.
C In these saving waters, you shine the light of your promise on us.
P You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth.
In baptism we are born again to become your people,
one with the body of Christ throughout the world.
C In these saving waters, you shine the light of your promise on us.
P Through these waters refresh us; renew us in your promise so that we may
serve this world in all its need; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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*Gathering Hymn — “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You” (#312)

union seminary

Text: Christopher Idle, © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing; Music: Harold Friedell, © 1957, 1985 H. W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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Children’s Message
First Reading — Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city,
a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he
cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not
do it.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody — Psalm 62:5-12

Antiphon: Kenyan hymn
adapt. Greg Scheer (ACS #1024)

Antiphon: Here on Jesus Christ I will stand. He’s the solid rock of my life.

5

For God alone I | wait in silence;
truly, my hope | is in God.
6
God alone is my rock and | my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken.
7
In God is my deliverance | and my honor;
God is my strong rock | and my refuge.
8
Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. Antiphon
9

Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath;
those of low estate can- | not be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath.
5

10

Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it.
11
God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it,
that power be- | longs to God.
12
Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord,
for you repay all according | to their deeds. Antiphon
Second Reading — 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
29

Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those
who have spouses be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those
who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Mark 1:14-20

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.”
16
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and
I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him.
19
As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were
15
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in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Hymn of the Day — “Will You Come and Follow Me” (#798)

kelvingrove

Text: John L. Bell, © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications; Music: Scottish traditional
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*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Will You Come and Follow Me”

Matthew Corl
8

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Holy God,
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness,
we hear your Word in the Scriptures,
proclaiming to us your wisdom
and inviting us to follow your call.
Your Word came among us in Jesus,
our brother, who preached your righteousness,
healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted.

By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word,
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn — “Guide My Feet” (ACS #987)

guide my feet

Text and Music: African American spiritual, arr. This Far by Faith © 1999 Augsburg Fortress
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*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
Postlude — Voluntary in G Major

+

David N. Johnson

+
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 † Psalm 111 † 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 † Mark 1:21-28
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