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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Sonata in C Major: Adagio and Allegro                         J. C. Pepusch 
 

Marty Hodel, trumpet 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 310                             “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for  
  the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark,  
  learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may  
  embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son,  
  Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
 
 
 
 

1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to 
Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the sev-
enth month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morn-
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 19, “The Heavens Declare God’s Glory”         brother james’ air 
 

 Antiphon: The teachings of the Lord are sweeter than honey in the comb. 

 
 
 
 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the Lord are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the Lord is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous | altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. Antiphon 
 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 
  Cleanse  

 
 
 
 

Paraphrase: Timothy Dudley-Smith, © 1981 Hope Publishing; Music: James Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob 

ing until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could under-
stand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra 
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; 
and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great 
God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they 
bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8So they read 
from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the 
people understood the reading. 
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do 
not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 
10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions 
of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do 
not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
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Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all bap-
tized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. 
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not be-
long to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would 
the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, 
there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need 
of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of 
the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respect-
able members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members 
do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the infe-
rior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may 
have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has ap-
pointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of pow-
er, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of 
tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do 
all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the 
greater gifts. 
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*Gospel   —   Luke 4:14-21 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 4th chapter. 

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                      Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 396                                                “Spirit of Gentleness” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues 
and was praised by everyone. 
 16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 
in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
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  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  (8:30) “Faith of Our Fathers”                              st. catherine, arr. Linda Lamb 
 

Rejoice Ringers 
 

  (10:45) “Healer of Our Every Ill”                  Marty Haugen, arr. Daniel Kallman 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 4        divinum mysterium 
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*Offering Prayer 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
  As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the  
  grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of  
  your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 

 L O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now— 
  today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 665                                               “Rise, Shine, You People!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Hear, King of Angels” from Christmas Oratorio       J. S. Bach 

 

+   +   +
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childrens@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org/courageous
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Jeremiah 1:4-10   †   Psalm 71:1-6   †   1 Corinthians 13:1-13   †   Luke 4:21-30 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com


 

15 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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