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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on hyfrydol                                                   J. Bert Carlson 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “Field of Stars Awash in Splendor”                hyfrydol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who makes all things new, 

  whose mercy endures forever.  C  Amen. 

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, © 2003 admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: Rowland H. Prichard 



 

4 

 P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Holy One, source of our renewal, 

 C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  
  Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you  
  so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 
  for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

 P Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass 
  and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. 

  We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our Savior. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.  
  Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that  
  come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 9:1-4 
 

 

 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 
time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations. 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 27:1, 4-8              Antiphon: Ronald Nelson 
 

 Antiphon: The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

 
  1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
   The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
  4One thing I ask of the Lord; one | thing I seek; 
   that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze  
  upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God | in the temple. 
  5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
   hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 
  6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
   Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will 
  sing and make music | to the Lord. 
  7Hear my voice, O Lord, | when I call; 
   have mercy on me and | answer me. 
  8My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 
   Your face, O Lord, | I will seek. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult 
when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 
of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s peo-
ple that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that 
each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I 
belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 
and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize 
also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with 
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 4:12-23                            Spark Story Bible, page 258 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 4th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                 Kristin Partlo 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles—16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who 
sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 17From that time Jesus began to 
proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he 
said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 
him. 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 520                                 “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 127 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!”                        David Bednall 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 1               salzburg 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Text: Christopher Wordsworth; Music: Jakob Hintze 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed  
  go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of  
  merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
  You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

9 

*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 
 

On the fourth Sunday of the month during communion, we offer the practice of  
anointing your brow with oil and receiving a blessing. If you want, you may ask for a  

specific prayer blessing from the anointer. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 767             “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now—today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ACS No. 1000                                  “God’s Work, Our Hands” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Processional in A-flat”                                    David N. Johnson 

 

+   +   + 
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Micah 6:1-8   †   Psalm 15   †   1 Corinthians 1:18-31   †   Matthew 5:1-12 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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