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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!”                  Egil Hovland 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 308          “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” 
 

Stanzas 1–5 
 

 Stanzas 1 & 2  —  all 
 Stanza 3  —  treble voices 
 Stanza 4  —  bass voices 
 Stanza 5  —  all 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever,  
  that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you,  
  follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
Anthem   —   “The Song of Peace”                            Olaf C. Christiansen 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Olaf Choir 
 

The heavens opened wide one night to let the angels through, who sang for all,        
the “Song of Peace” that only heaven knew. Though centuries of measured time,   
with each unfolding year, the song still lives in human hearts to bring new hope,    

new cheer. We seek with bursting missiled power, to pierce the realm of blue,            
but love divine unfurled the skies to let a song come through. 

                                                       – Lillian Atcherson 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 49:1-7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem   —   “Carol of the Stranger”                                       Abbie Betinis 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called 
me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 2He made my 
mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished 
arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in 
whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” 
5And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 
back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of 
the Lord, and my God has become my strength—6he says, “It is too light a thing that 
you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of 
Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of 
the earth.” 7Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 
despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, 
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the 
Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

Peace and grace be to this house where all are welcomed in; receive the guest,         
receive this heart: tell the Stranger, tell. Tell the Stranger what you cannot tell those 
who love you and desire your joy; tell. Make tall your walls, make long these beams, 

who once believed alone; make wide the circle, feed the fire: tell the Silence, tell.       
Tell the Silence what you cannot tell those who love you and desire your joy; tell. 

Blessings be upon this place, let every wound be healed, let every secret, every dream: 
tell the Angel, tell. Tell the Angel what you cannot tell those who love you and desire 
your joy; tell. Peace and grace be to this house, all will be returned; let every soul be 
called your own, tell the Mystery, tell. Tell the Mystery what you cannot tell those 

 who love you and desire your joy; tell.         
                                                                                                          – Michael Dennis Browne 
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Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   John 1:29-42                                   Spark Story Bible, page 246 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I 
came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And 
John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched 
Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 

1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthe-
nes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for 
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 958                             “To Christ Belong, in Christ Behold” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came 
and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 
o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, 
who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  Psalm 50: Movement III                                    F. Melius Christiansen 
 
 

 
 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 1               salzburg 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
  Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table  
  of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of 
  your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
  Amen. 

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth God. Who showed to all the salvation of our God. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise God all creatures here below!    

Praise God above, ye heavenly host! Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!                
 Whoso offereth praise glorifieth God.                       – Psalm 50:23 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth; Music: Jakob Hintze 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Words of Institution 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

9 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Anthem   —   “This Little Light of Mine”               arr. Moses G. Hogan Jr. 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 466                                                “In the Singing” 

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. All through the night, I’m gonna let it 
shine. My God gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine, children. My God gave it to me, I’m 

gonna let it shine. Hallelujah, children. In my home, all over the world, let it shine. 
                                           – African American spiritual 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now—today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 815          “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
The congregation may be seated. 

 
Choral Benediction   —   “Beautiful Savior”         arr. F. Melius Christiansen 
 

+   +   + 
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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 9:1-4   †   Psalm 27:1, 4-9   †   1 Corinthians 1:10-18   †   Matthew 4:12-23 
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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