Service of Holy Communion
Baptism of Our Lord
January 13, 2019 — 8:30 and 10:45 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
We are grateful to share this time of worship with you!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them down to the center and then back so you can greet those
worshipping around you. Ushers will gather these following worship.
An * invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary or from an usher.

Children are welcome to participate throughout our worship service,
including at Holy Communion. Parents, please assist children when they come forward
for communion to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine.
Children’s Bibles and activity bags are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary.
For our youngest worshippers,
nursery care is available on the lower level for children under 5.
You may choose to take them there after the Children’s Message
and return with them for Holy Communion.
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace,
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just
as we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.

Today we enter into our anniversary year of thanksgiving for 150 years of ministry and
mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church. In the waters of baptism, we are declared God’s
beloved, freed to praise God and serve our neighbors. As we celebrate the Baptism
of our Lord today, we particularly give thanks for the ways that songs of praise have
overflowed from this congregation. We welcome the St. Olaf Choir and its director,
Dr. Anton Armstrong, and remember the Choir’s roots in this congregation’s worship.
We welcome you, whatever your connection to St. John’s or to this musical tradition, as
we praise our beautiful savior together.
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This blessing
has been waiting for you
for a long time.
While you have been
making your way here
this blessing has been
gathering itself
making ready
biding its time
praying.

And now that
you are here
this blessing
can hardly believe
its good fortune
that you have finally arrived,
that it can drop everything
at last
to fling its arms wide
to you, crying
welcome
welcome
welcome.

This blessing has been
polishing the door
oiling the hinges
sweeping the steps
lighting candles
in the windows.
This blessing has been
setting the table
as it hums a tune
from an old song
it knows,
something about
a spiraling road
and bread
and grace.

Prelude — “Marche Triomphale”

All this time
it has kept an eye
on the horizon,
watching,
keeping vigil,
hardly aware of how
it was leaning itself
in your direction.

-Jan Richardson

F. Melius Christiansen
Organist and choir director at St. John’s from 1903-1945

*Thanksgiving for Baptism

P For these waters of grace,
C we give you thanks, O God.
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Please turn and face the entrance.

*Processional Hymn — No. 308

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!”
Stanzas 1 – 5
Stanza 1 — all
Stanza 2 — all
Stanza 3 — treble voices
Stanza 4 — bass voices
Stanza 5 — all

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day
P Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit

and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water
and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called
children of God, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Anthem — “My Heart is Longing to Praise My Savior”
Sung in loving memory of Margaret Hayford O’Leary
Sung in Norwegian and English
Oh how I wish I could praise my Jesus,
as in my heart I would like to do,
because he wanted for me such grace
as to offer me his heavenly kingdom.
I thank you, Jesus, for your pain on the cross,
for your death and your many wounds,
through which I have peace in my unworthy heart,
and my winter has turned into a glorious spring.
What blessed joy overflows my spirit,
because Thy wondrous grace was granted me.
Thy work complete, that I may inherit
at last eternal life in heaven with thee!
—Lars Oftedal, translation by Reidar Dittmann

St. Olaf Choir
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arr. Leland B. Sateren

First Reading — Isaiah 43:1-7

Pew Bible, page 585

After the reading:
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Anthem — “For God Commanded Angels”

Felix Mendelssohn/ed. Kenneth Jennings

For God commanded angels to watch over you, that they shall protect you, in all
your living keep you; for God commanded angels to watch over you, for their hands
will uphold and guide you, lest you dash your foot against a stone, stumbling; for
God commanded angels to watch over you; for their hands will uphold and guide
you, for they shall protect you, in all your living keep you.
—Psalm 91:11-12

Second Reading — Acts 8:14-17

Pew Bible, page 892

After the reading:
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Spark Story Bible, page 242; Pew Bible, page 834

Before the reading:
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — No. 306

“Come, Beloved of the Maker”

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
after each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.

Welcome and Announcements
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Offering of Our Gifts
Anthem at the Offering:
“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”

arr. F. Melius Christiansen

Wake, awake for night is flying!
The watchmen on the heights are crying,
awake, Jerusalem, arise!
Midnight’s solemn hour is tolling.
His chariot wheels are nearer rolling;
He comes; prepare, ye virgins wise.
Rise up with willing feet.
Go forth, the Bridegroom meet,
Hallelujah!
Bear through the night your well-trimmed light,
speed forth to join the marriage rite.

Hear Thy praise, O Lord, ascending
from earth and heavenly voices, blending
with harps and lute and psaltery.
At the pearly gates in wonder
we stand and swell the voice of thunder,
in burst of choral melody;
No vision ever brought,
no ear hath ever caught
such bliss and joy:
We raise the song, we swell the throng
to praise Thee ages all along.
—Philipp Nicolai

*Offering Hymn — “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 1
Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
manifested by the star to the sages from afar,
branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

*Offering Prayer
L Let us pray together.
a God with us: you came as a baby to a manger.
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds.
You come again in bread and wine.
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things.
And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others
in the strength of your holy name.
Amen.
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salzburg

*Great Thanksgiving

P It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
a

*Word of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer
a Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Lutherans believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly present in the Lord’s Supper, and that
in this meal our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. All who seek the mercy and grace of
God in this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s Table.
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct you forward.
Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the bread you will
be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you.

Music during Communion
“Lamb of God”

Anthem — “O Crux”

Mark Jennings

Sung in Latin.
O cross, more radiant than the stars, celebrated throughout
the earth, beloved of the people, holier than all things,
which alone was found worthy to bear the light of the world.
Blessed tree, blessed nails, blest the weight you bore.
Save the flock which today is gathered to praise you.
—Venantius Fortunatus

Hymn — No. 561

“Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”

Hymn — No. 815

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

*Post-Communion Blessing
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*Prayer after Communion
L Let us pray.
a O Morning Star, fair and bright,
you have refreshed again with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure.
Go with us now—
today, tomorrow, and every day—
that we tell the story of your never-ending love
and sing your praise both now and forever.
Amen.

*Litany for the New Year
P At the dawn of a new year,
with thanksgiving for all who have gone before us,
give us faith to celebrate our past
a with memories of grace overflowing.
P As melodies ring in the rafters,
and our hearts hold the songs of our faith,
give us joy as we sing praises yet unknown
a with songs of grace overflowing.
P As we stand on the faithful promises of God’s beloved
that taught us of love and of beauty,
give us arms that reach wide in welcome
a with new hopes of grace overflowing.
P As we pause, stepping through the next doorway,
leading to ventures unknown,
give us spirits expectant and joyful
a to join in God’s grace overflowing.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.

*Sending Hymn — No. 845

“Voices Raised to You”
Stanzas 1, 2, and 5
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*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
The congregation may be seated.

Choral Benediction — “Beautiful Savior”

+
Presiding
Preaching
Assisting Ministers
Organist
Choir
Acolytes
Communion Prep
Communion Servers
Communion Cleanup
Greeters/Welcome Desk
Coffee/Refreshments

Nursery
Counters
Ushers

arr. F. Melius Christiansen

+

+

Pastor Jonathan Davis
Pastor Pam Fickenscher
Rev. Bruce and Carol Benson
Nathan Proctor, Director of Worship, Music, and Arts
The St. Olaf Choir
Dr. Anton Armstrong, conductor
(8:30) Lillian Almen, Gavin Moore
(10:45) Aiden Mandsager, Johann Schroeer
Rodney and Deb Christensen
Rev. Bruce and Carol Benson
Amy McBroom
(8:30) Gordon Jorgenson, Dagfinn and Lydia Moe
(10:45) Jennifer Edwins, Judy Karlson
Rusty and Nancy Kluver, Amy McBroom, Kristin Partlo
Gordeen Gorder, Marie Benson, Pat Tabery, Deb Christiansen,
Joan Koester, Peggy Dell, Amber and Jeff Damm, Debby Nitz,
Sharon Bastian, Grit Youngquist, Kristy Harms, Darci Boyum,
Howard and Julie Thorsheim, Barb Eaves
Erica Anderson, Mari Hanson
Jerry Kipp, Brent Mueller, Bill and Jane Rizzo
(8:30) Dan Franklin, Jim Enestvedt, Bob Johnson, Jon McBroom,
Cindy McBroom, Brent Mueller, Don Sahling, Dick Werdahl
(10:45) Jonathan Norrie, Alex Dell, Terry Dell, Trevor Dell,
David Halsor, Dick Kleber, Steve Williams

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress license #14028-LIT. Other liturgical aids are from Sundays and Seasons © 2010 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy Setting: Four. Reprinted with permission.
Cover art by Jan Richardson, “Crossing the Threshold” Used with permission.
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St John’s Choir , 1875
St. Olaf Choir at St. John’s in 1922

St. Olaf Choir, 1912

F. Melius Christiansen

Enjoy fellowship time in St. John’s Hall with homemade treats
Hardanger fiddle music provided by Annika Reister
A brief program begins at 10:00 in St. John’s Hall
A welcome from Pastor Pam and remarks by Joseph Shaw
All alumni of the St. Olaf Choir are invited to sing “Beautiful Savior”
with the current choir to end the program.
Try on one of the “famous” purple velvet St. Olaf Choir robes and pose for a picture
with a director.
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Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5 † Psalm 36:5-10 † 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 † John 2:1-11
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500 Third Street West
Northfield, MN 55057

507-645-4429
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
Pam Fickenscher, Senior Pastor
Jonathan Davis, Associate Pastor
Carol Benson, Director of Jubilate Choir
Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse
Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry
Tim Byers, Facility Manager

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager
Angie Gehring / Emerson Clay, Youth Support Staff
Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators
Arielle Loy, Director of Alleluia Choir
Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers
Jaida Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants
Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts
Bernie Renander, Financial Manager
Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails.

