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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on wie schön leuchtet                                 Egil Hovland 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 308      “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” 

\ 

Stanzas 1 – 5 
 

  Stanza 1 and 2  —  all 
  Stanza 3  —  treble voices 
  Stanza 4  —  bass voices 
  Stanza 5  —  all 

 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

 P In these saving waters, 

 C You shine the light of your promise on us. 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”       Paul Vasile 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text adapt and Music: © 2008 Paul Vasile, used with permission. 
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*Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God of mystery and wonder, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaim him  
  your beloved Son and anoint him with the Holy Spirit. Reveal a stream of  
  living water within each of us that claims us as your beloved and empowers  
  us through your Holy Spirit to be children of grace and peace, through  
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Anthem   —   “My Lord, What A Morning”            Spiritual, arr. Harry T. Burleigh 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 42:1-9                                                              Pew Bible, page 584 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem   —   “Our Father”                                                  Alexander Gretchaninov 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth, heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Thine are kingdoms, 
thrones, dominions, might and majesty. Thy name be hallow’d on earth, as it is hallow’d in 

heaven. Thou givest strength to the weak; thou rememb’rest the poor and the distressed. 
And upon them that fear thy name showers of blessings unnumbered shall fall; peace shall 

follow them. By still waters their path shall be. Sing then of mercy, of judgment, of king-
doms, of thrones, dominions and power for evermore. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts; 

come to us, O Lord, in splendor bright, fill our hearts with everlasting light. Amen. 
 

                                                                                          - Adapted from the Bible, Arthur Kimball 
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Second Reading   —   Acts 10:34-43                                                       Pew Bible, page 895 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 3:13-17                    Spark Story Bible, page 242; Pew Bible, page 784 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 455                 “Crashing Waters at Creation” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of the hymnal, page 127 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer.

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

“O Day Full of Grace”                                   arr. F. Melius Christiansen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 1          salzburg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘ 
 

O day full of grace, which we behold, now gently to view ascending; thou over the earth thy 
reign unfold, good cheer to all mortals lending, that children of light in ev’ry clime may 
prove that the night is ending. How blest was that gracious midnight hour, when God in 

our flesh was given; then flushed the dawn with light and pow’r, that spread over the dark-
ened heaven; then rose o’er the world that sun divine which gloom from our hearts hath 

driven. Yea, were ev’ry tree endowed with speech, and every leaflet singing, they never with 
praise God’s worth could reach, though earth with their praise be ringing. Who fully could 
praise the light of life, who light to our souls is bringing, who fully could praise the Lord! 

With joy we depart for the promised land, and there we shall walk in endless light. 
 

                         - Scandinavian folk hymn; Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a God with us: you came as a baby to a manger. 
  You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 
  You come again in bread and wine. 
  Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
  And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others  
  in the strength of your holy name. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 
 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Lutherans believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly present in the Lord’s Supper, and that  

in this meal our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. All who seek the mercy and grace of  
God in this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 

 

Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct you forward. 
Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the bread you will  
be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
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 Anthem   —   “Elohim Hashivenu”                                  Salamone Rossi 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   No. 407                      “O Living Breath of God” 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 552              “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 535           “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now— 
  today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 
  Amen.

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 665                   “Rise, Shine, You People!” 
 

Sung in Hebrew. 
 

Elohim hashivenu       Elohim tzevaot, hashivenu 
O, Lord God, turn our hearts unto thee.   O God almighty, turn our hearts unto thee. 
Vahaer panecha, venivashea     Adonai, Elohim, tsevaot, hashivenu 
Shine thy light upon us, and we shall be saved. Our Father, O Lord God, almighty, turn  
           our hearts unto thee. 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregation may be seated. 

 
Choral Benediction   —   “Beautiful Savior”         arr. F. Melius Christiansen 

 

+   +   + 
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Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 49:1-7   †   Psalm 40:1-11   †   1 Corinthians 1:1-9   †   John 1:29-42 
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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