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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Three for Epiphany 
 

 I. “Mingxing canlan ye wei yang”       Marilyn Biery 
    Midnight Stars Make Bright the Skies 
 

 II. “Dejlig er den himmel blå”         G. Winston Cassler 
    Bright and Glorious Is the Sky 
 

 III. “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern”              Mark Sedio 
    How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 301             “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky” 
 

 Stanzas 1 & 2  —  all 
 Stanza 3  —  bass voices 
 Stanza 4  —  treble voices 
 Stanzas 5 & 6  —  all 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed the incarnation of your Son  
  by the brilliant shining of a star. Shine the light of your justice always in our  
  hearts and over all lands, and accept our lives as the treasure we offer in your  
  praise and for your service, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
  and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 72:1-4, 10-13                Antiphon: “The First Noel” 
 

 Antiphon: Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 

 
 
 
  1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
   and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
  2that he may rule your | people righteously 
   and the | poor with justice; 
 

  3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
   and the | hills, in righteousness. 
  4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
   rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. Antiphon 
 

  10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 
   and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. 
  11May all kings bow | down before him, 
   and all the nations | do him service. 
 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings 
to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather to-
gether, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall 
be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of 
the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels 
of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankin-
cense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
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  12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
   the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
  13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 
   and preserves the lives | of the needy. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Ephesians 3:1-12                                 Pew Bible, page 950 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 2:1-12                             Spark Story Bible, page 218 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling to-
gether all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Mes-
siah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 



 

6 

 
 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                  Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 915                                                “When a Star Is Shining” 
 

Verse 1  —  choir/cantor, Refrain  —  all singing 
Verses 2 & 3  —  all singing 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Walk in the Light”                 African American spiritual, arr. André Thomas 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “When a Star Is Shining”                                   arr. Bob Moore 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 2   divinum mysterium 
 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race, 

and the babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
  Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table  
  of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of 
  your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
  Amen. 

We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light, come where the dewdrops of mercy shine 
bright. Shine all around us by day and by night, Jesus, the light of the world. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” Hail the heaven-
born Prince of Peace! Christ the everlasting Lord! Jesus, the light of the world. 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 294                                “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now— 
  today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 300                                                   “The First Noel” 
 

Stanzas 4 & 5 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “There’s a Star in the East”                   African American spiritual 
                       arr. David Sims 

 

+   +   + 
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Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 49:1-7   †   Psalm 40:1-11   †   1 Corinthians 1:1-9   †   John 1:29-42 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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childrens@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=123
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=123
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html
https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org


 

14 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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