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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Three for Epiphany 
 

 I. “Mingxing canlan ye wei yang”       Marilyn Biery 
    Midnight Stars Make Bright the Skies 
 II. “Dejlig er den himmel blå”         G. Winston Cassler 
    Bright and Glorious Is the Sky 
 III. “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern”              Mark Sedio 
    How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 301              “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky” 

\ 

Stanzas 1 and 2  —  all 
Stanza 3  —  bass voices 

Stanza 4  —  treble voices 
Stanza 5 and 6  —  all 

 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

 Response:  

 C You shine the light of your promise on us. 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”       Paul Vasile 
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*Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed the incarnation of your Son by  
  the brilliant shining of a star. Shine the light of your justice always in our hearts  
  and over all lands, and accept our lives as the treasure we offer in your praise  
  and for your service, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  
  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 60:1-6                                                              Pew Bible, page 602 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 72:1-4, 10-13                                 Antiphon: “The First Noel” 
 

 Antiphon: Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 

 
 
  1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
   and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
  2that he may rule your | people righteously 
   and the | poor with justice; 
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 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
   and the | hills, in righteousness. 
  4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
   rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. Antiphon 
  10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 
   and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. 
  11May all kings bow | down before him, 
   and all the nations | do him service. 
  12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
   the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
  13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 
   and preserves the lives | of the needy. Antiphon 
 
Second Reading   —   Ephesians 3:1-12                                                 Pew Bible, page 950 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 2:1-12                     Spark Story Bible, page 218; Pew Bible, page 783 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis
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Hymn of the Day   —   No. 275         “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed   —   Front of the hymnal, page 127 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer.

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

(8:30) “Star in the East”       from Sacred Harp, arr. David Ashley White 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “In the Bleak Midwinter”              Simon Lole 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1  divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine 
aid; star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant redeemer is laid. Cold 
on his cradle the dewdrops are shining, low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; angels 
adore him in slumber reclining, maker and monarch and Savior of all. Shall we then yield 
him, in costly devotion, odor of Edom, and offerings divine, gems of the mountain, and 
pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine? Vainly we offer each 
ample oblation, vainly with gifts would his favor secure, richer by far is the hearts adora-
tion, dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.         - Reginald Heber 



 

7 

*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a God with us: you came as a baby to a manger. 
  You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 
  You come again in bread and wine. 
  Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
  And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others  
  in the strength of your holy name. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 
 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
 

All God’s children are welcome at the table. This morning we commune by means of intinction  
(dipping the wafer into the chalice). You will be given a wafer and offered a choice of two chalices.  

The wine is red; the grape juice is white. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center,  
and there is a chalice of grape juice in the center for the gluten-free wafers only.  

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 
 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   No. 294                                    “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 715                                         “Christ, Be Our Light” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
  you have refreshed again with heavenly food. 
  You are our dearest treasure. 
  Go with us now— 
  today, tomorrow, and every day— 
  that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
  and sing your praise both now and forever. 
  Amen.

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 300                                                          “The First Noel” 
 

Stanzas 4 and 5 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God.

 
Postlude   —   “There’s a Star in the East”                   African American Spiritual 
                       arr. David Sims 

 
 

+   +   + 
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mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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