
 

  

Service of Holy Communion 

First Sunday of Christmas 
January 1, 2023  †  10:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 



 

2 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Trio on “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”             Johann Pachelbel 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “Once in Royal David’s City”                                 irby 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander; Music: Henry J. Gauntlett 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be  
  a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world,  
  Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   ELW No. 289                                “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Numbers 6:22-27 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   Galatians 4:4-7 
 

 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

22The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall 
bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 25the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 
child then also an heir, through God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 2:15-21 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                      Siri Lindell 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 292                                                            “Love Has Come” 

 
 
 
 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one anoth-
er, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
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*The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is  
  seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “In Quiet, Gentle Joy”                                                                                Marcel Dupré 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 2   divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
  As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the  
  grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of  
  your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, tr.; Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. 



 

8 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 487                                       “What Feast of Love” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
 
 
 



 

10 

*Prayer at the Beginning of the Year 
 

 L Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, 
  and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love. 
  Grant that in the new year we may know your presence, see your love 
  at work, and live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever— 
  the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 270                        “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Fugetta on “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”           Johann Pachelbel 

 

+   +   + 
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Epiphany of Our Lord 
 

Isaiah 60:1-6   †   Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14   †   Ephesians 3:1-12   †   Matthew 2:1-12 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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